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Editorial

Well, the season is almost finished, and here we are again facing into shorter days and colder weather,
but at least we have the winter programme of talks and the Branch Christmas Dinner to look forward to!
This yeard6s programme kicks off with an account fro

Corry, of her work with BCNI . |l 6m a great believer
gain the greatest benefits for butterflies and nature conservation. So come along to our opening talk and
judge for yourself. Wedll also be travelling throu

also be getting an insight into the world of t he ®ha&rsdedd bumbl ebee from Ant hi

Along with the usual festivities, fun and games, the Christmas Dinner will see the inaugural performance

of a song composed by none other than the Branch Chairman after the euphoria and high spirits of the
Rathlin weekend field trip. We also had a very special birthday to celebrate that particular weekend

(probably accounting for much of the euphoria); long standing Committee member, Clem Shaw turned the
big 90. Wi shing you masGlemmore O6butterflyingd year

| have to thank Bernard Watts from Butterfly Conservation Branch Norfolk, who visited earlier in the year,

for a great article which, apart from emphasising how lucky we are to have such fine places to see

butterflies, also highlights some of the differences between observing butterflies in Norfolk and NI. Finally,

this yearos AGNMowedrmberb,e mome&4al ong and hear what we:¢
what you think and what your ideas are.

STOP PRESS!

Flying through the ether

As mentioned in previous newsletters, in an effort to save costs (and the
environment!), we are asking members to take the local newsletter by
email. We would really encourage you to change to email as the

Branch would save roughly £2.80 a copy (hot to mention the man- and
lady-hours it takes stuffing envelopes) which is money that we can
otherwise plough back into the Branch for training or conservation effort.

If you are happy to do this, please send your address to our branch secretary David Nixon
(davidnixon55@hotmail.com).

Please note that all email addresses will be kept strictly confidential.

BIG BUTTERFLY COUNT 2011

Northern Ireland showed the greatest increase in participation throughout the UK this year with 40 counts
in 2010 rising to 291 counts in 2011 i an increase of 600%! Our commonest butterfly was the Green-
veined White, rising up one place from 2" commonest butterfly last year. Thanks to all who took part,
watch out f or obkeatnouoedandfiad allirasults at wwww.bigbutterflycount.org



mailto:davidnixon55@hotmail.com
http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/

Butterfly

WINTER TALKS PROGRAMME ﬁolnslervgtlon
2011 - 2012 Jdrelan

Saving butterflies, moths and their habitats

All talks are held in the Grainger Room of the Ulster Museum, behind the stair well in the main foyer, apart
from the Christmas Dinner which will be held at Malone Golf Club.

Talks start at 7.15pm and finish by 9pm. Branch stocks of leaflets and information are available after the
talk, some are free and others can be purchased for a small fee.

Biodiversity Action in Omagh - Julie Corry

Date: Thursday 13th October

Julie is the Biodiversity Officer for Omagh Council. Through Julie's work BCNI have made contact with a
whole new group of enthusiastic recorders who really are putting the butterflies and moths of Omagh on
the map! Julie will talk about these experiences and other biodiversity projects she has developed in
Tyrone.

AGM - Join us for BCNI's Annual General Meeting

Date: Thursday 24th November

A chance to hear what has happened throughout the year, and to have a say in how BCNI is run.
Our Regional Officer, Catherine Bertrand, will also give us an update on the last year of Butterfly
Conservation's work in Northern Ireland, including how things are going in the new 'Butterflies Mean
Biodiversity 2011-14' project, funded by NIEA.

Bumblebees - Anthony McCluskey

Date: Wednesday 15th February

It might be cold, but Bumblebee Queens will soon be starting to emerge from their
winter hibernation. Anthony volunteers for the Bumblebee Conservation Trust and will
be telling us all about bumblebees and how to identify these charismatic but extremely
under recorded creatures.

Wildlife Adventures in the Southern Hemisphere - Dr. Bob Brown

Date: Thursday 22nd March

Bob Brown is well known to many in Northern Ireland as one of the leading voices in conservation. Join
him as he takes us on a journey throughout the wilderness of Antarctica and the tropics of South America,
describing some of his adventures of the past few years.

We are hoping to also run a Trevor Boyd Memorial Lecture in the coming months. The date and
speaker have not yet been confirmed but we will be in touch as soon as this event is finalised.

Also, after a very successful Butterfly Recorders Gathering in March 2011, we hope to bring the recording
community together for a long weekend of both moth and butterfly presentations early in 2012. This is a
great opportunity to meet those who you may only know of through their postings on the sightings page of
t he webs i tea dpportunity o get tagether and discuss ideas and priorities for the future of

recording in Northern Ireland, as wel/l as seeing al
(Andt h e r eadwled bit &f eraic too!)
STOP PRESS! )
Followingthesuccess of the first ever BCNI Christma}j%a Di nne
another festive gathering for Friday 9th December 2011 at the Malone Golf Club, Belfast,
meeting at 7pm fora 7.30pmstart. |1t 61 | be a great occasi on dAN_once
to see each other in something other than wellies and wet-gear... And donét f or §= \\\ét her
. . | =

the BCNI Christmas Quiz Cup to be won! //@: N~
The dinner is fixed at £21 per head and pre-booking with your menu choices is essential A O\\’

p p g y : B A\Q\\\

If you would like to join us please contact Branch Secretary David Nixon as soon as 77
possible with your menu choices. (Details are on the contacts page.) ltJ
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Starters

Vegetable Broth
Chefds home made broth served with

Melon Moonlight
Chilled Galia melon topped with a ball of Champagne sorbet

Mackerel
Warm smoked Ardglass mackerel, placed on a Christmas special salad mixed with fresh herbs and
Virgin olive oll
A A
Main Course

Traditional Roast Antrim Turkey & Gammon
Freshly roasted turkey served with honey glaz ed gammon, forcemeat stuffing, chipolata sausages
and accompanied with fresh cranberry sauce

Angus Fore Rib of Beef Malone Style
Pot roasted rib of Angus beef served with a light Yorkshire pudding and a rich roast gravy

Santads Sal mon Parcel
Delice of s almon with spring onion mix wrapped in filo pastry, baked in the oven and served with a
light lemon butter sauce

Hindu Curry, a selection of vegetables cooked in a light curry and coconut sauce,
served with braised rice (V)

All mains are served wit  h fresh vegetables and potatoes

A 2

)
Desserts

Mal oneds Home Made Pl um Puddi
Traditional Christmas pudding with brandy  créme Anglaise

Apple & Cinnamon Crumble
Served with honey flavoured custard sauce

Noél Chocolate Log
Served with créme Chantilly

Tea, Coffee & Warm Mince Pies

crus

ng



MORE BCNI BRANCH NEWS

Deadline!!!

The Branch produces an annual report on all the butterflies seen during the year i keep your records
coming in. The next report will have a report on both the 2010 and 2011 Butterfly Records, delayed due to
the sad loss of our butterfly recorder Trevor Boyd.

The absolute deadline for the receipt of records to enable us to produce a timely report is 30th November
so please help us and stick to this date.

Butterfly records should be sent to lan Rippey who can be contacted via email or telephone, see back
page for details. Moth records should be sent to Ted Rolston, again, see back page for details.

IMPORTANT
If your records include sightings you have already posted on the BCNI website, please make this
clear in your submission so our Verifierdg dondt hav

Bumper Numbers

For the first time, Butterfly Conservationds member
Membership has steadily increased in recent years and we are delighted to receive your support.
ltés been really exciting to meet so many new faces

into our organisation.
Dondt f or g e tword;onemsbprship emakesta great Christmas gift.

Winter Work Parties

In 2011 we will be carrying out some Winter Work Parties on some small sites where a bit of r v,

simple management will make a big difference. This work will involve using hand tools like JC A

bow saws and loppers, and involve clearing and lifting scrub to increase open space. \% & 3
Training and supervision in using the tools and in the task will be given, and anyone taken {%U\\,\))
part wil|l be covered by Butterfly Conservat. 6s Pu

Our first work party will be in partnership with Fermanagh District Council on Saturday 19" November and
will be on private land where we have permission to clear scrub that is shading out Dingy Skipper habitat.
If you would like to be involved, please contact Catherine Bertrand our regional officer, contact details on

back page.

Blue -Butterfly Day by Robert Frost

It is blue-butterfly day here in spring,
And with these skyflakes down in flurry on flurry
There is more unmixed calo on the wing
Than flowers willshow for days unless they hurry.
But these are flowers that fly and all but sing:
And now from having ridden out desire
They lie closed over in the wind and cling
Where wheels have freshly sliced the April mire.

A Holly Blue, sent in by Phyllis Bunting



Report s on Summer Outings Programme

This year, the Branch has exceeded expectations and hosted a grand total of seven daytime outings (including the
weekend event on the North Coast), celebrated Nakandbnal M c
emptied moth traps on six mornings for eagerly awaiting eyes. Excuse the smaller font, but we have struggled to fit

all the reports in! Well done to all concerned, especially those who led events for the public and those who took the

time the evening before to set moth traps and identify the catch the following morning.

The summer programme attracted around 20 members of the public per event across all age ranges. Eighteen
different species of butterfly were seen on the trips, bad weather frustrating our chances of seeing Green Hairstreak
or Dark Green Fritillary. Just to show what a multi-talented bunch we are, a specimen of the fungus Clathrus archeri,

Devi | 6s wasidiscgveredson ouroutingt o Mur | ough, bdaererecbrdedis relandl me it 6 s
Full species account for all of the events will be available online at www.bcni.org.uk

Events Page

14" May & Loughmacrory and Seskinore 5

4"/5% Juned North CoastSafar i ( Rat hlin, Umbra, Giantds Causeéay)
24M/25% June d Peatlands Park (NI National Moth Night, Mullenakill NNR, Annaga rriff) 7

6™ August 9 Straidkilly, Carnlough 7-8

20™ August 8 Faughan Valley (Ness, Brackfield, Killaloo Woods) 8-9

20" August 8 BNFC outing to Sheepland 9

3 September 3Mur | ough and Kingd&®s Street, Newcast|l 9

14" May, Loughmacrory & Seskinore led by lan Rippey

The first outing of the summer programme kicked off with weather that was cool and dull, with some rain at times, but
brighter to some extent in the afternoon though with further showers and it was still cool and breezy. Despite this
over twenty people turned up to examine the contents of the moth traps that had been set the evening before at
Sylvia Hetherington's garden near Loughmacrory and George Jones's garden at Mountjoy near of Omagh. Thanks
to Sylvia and George for their help.

There were at least 17 species of moth in traps the most interesting species being 3 Glaucous Shears. Also noted
were: Scalloped Hazel, Dark-barred Twin-spot Carpet, Flame Carpet, Grey Pine Carpet, Ruddy Highflyer, Broom
Moth, Pale-shouldered Brocade, Small Square-spot, Lesser Swallow Prominent, Buff-tip, Hebrew Character and
Brindled Pug.

Butterflies observed at Loughmacrory were scarce with one Green-veined White and 8 eggs of Orange-tip on Lady's
Smock. One Clouded Silver moth was noted and Julie Corry showed exit holes of the day-flying Lunar Hornet moth
(Sesia bembeciformis) in sallows near the lake which had been found earlier in 2011 by Dave Allen, though
presumably these were made in a previous year as the moth does not emerge until about late June.

Further site visits to cut-over bog at Agahronan near Seskinore and at Derrybard near Fintona produced more green-
veined Whites and Orange-Tip eggs. Later at Galboly Lough and nearby bog and disused railway, Dromore, 3-4
Green-veined Whites, a male and 2 female Orange-tip, one Small Copper, a Speckled Wood and a Small Heath
were seen as well as one Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth and two Common Heath. To add variety, a Spring Red
Tail/Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula was also noted.

Finally at the disused railway track and bog at Magheragart near Dromore, 2 larvae and 1 hatched egg of Orange-tip
was seen on Lady's Smock; a few larvae of Small Tortoiseshell on Nettles and 3-4 Common Heath moth.

4™ & 5™ June, North Coast Safari by lan Rippey and Catherine Bertrand

Following the hottest day of the year on Friday 3rd June (the temperature reached 25.2 deg. C. at Castlederg, Co.
Tyrone) the day of the Branch outing was much cooler (estimated temperature 15-17 deg. C.) and though dry there
was a fair amount of cloud at times, though with enough sunshine for some butterflies to fly. Around fifteen people
made the short ferry crossing to one of Northern Ireland& wildlife gems, Rathlin Island.

Our departure was beset with various problems due to broken ferries, and indeed many of us felt
very lucky to have got across at all!

James Carroll had been especially intrepid and headed over the previous evening to set moth
traps around the island. BCNI would like to extend our thanks to Patsy Harbinson and Liam
McFaul of the RSPB who looked after James splendidly on what was a rather miserable night
after some unexpected logistical setbacks.

Going through the moth traps on Saturday morning attracted a large crowd in front of The Manor
House hotel. We had 274 moths of 38 species including many hawk moths (some of which are
pictured right, posing on James C a r r bat..l), &Gy Scalloped Bar, a very Scarce moth in
Northern Ireland, Marbled Coronet and Dark Brocade, both of which have been previously
recorded from Rathlin, but neither of which are common across Northern Ireland at all. A full
report on moths caught and locations can be found on the BCNI website, thanks to James Carroll for compiling this.



http://www.bcni.org.uk/

A total of 7 butterfly species were seen in small numbers, including: Large White, Small White, Green-veined White,
Orange-tip, one faded Peacock butterfly, a Red Admiral and a Small Copper. The single female Orange-tip was seen
in marsh just east of a small coniferous plantation at Cleggan, one of only a few records of this species for the island.
A surprising absentee was the Small Heath although some suitable looking habitat was covered. Had the weather
been as good as the previous two days, there might have been the possibility of records for new species to the
island, Green Hairstreak and Marsh Fritillary as there is potential habitat for both and they both occur on other Irish
islands (e.g. in Co. Donegal) and several west Scottish islands. Moths seen included: Mother Shipton, larva of
Garden Tiger and Cinnabar.

Odonata noted included: Spring Red Tail/Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula, Blue-tailed Damselfly
Ischnura elegans and Four-spotted Chaser (Libellula quadrimaculata).

Other wildlife added to the general mix and included: one Chough, two Peregrine Falcons, Wheatear, Whitethroat,
Grasshopper Warbler and four Raven were seen. Two Gannets were seen on sea from the ferry between Church
Bay and Ballycastle. There were Black Guillemots and Eider Ducks in Harbour at Church Bay. John & James O'Neill
found eggshells near the eastern shore and saw some adults. Up to four largish frogs in marsh at Cleggan were
seen. | understand from Philip Watson's recently published book on Rathlin Island that although this is not the first
record of Frogs from the island, it was not always present, and he speculates that it was introduced, possibly with
Frog Spawn.

Four Seals were seen in Church Bay.

Plants of interest included: Fleabane, Northern Marsh Orchid, Marsh Lousewort; Butterwort (in marsh at Cleggan),

Lesser Butterfly Orchid: 3 in marsh at Cleggan, Yellow Meadow Vetchling, the larval foodplant of Wood White (along

with Bird's-foot Trefoil) was seen at a number of spots along the road to Kebble NNR; although it has not been not

recorded from the island. Despite the poor weather for butterflies, the trip proved extremely enjoyable, and led to the
spontaneous compositoni The Day We Went to Rathlind which wild.l be pe

On Saturday evening, despite consistent, miserable drizzle and wind, several intrepid members trapped at various
locations along the coast. We were all very grateful for the nearby Benone Cafe on Sunday morning where we all
trooped, cold and dripping, to warm up! We also explored the Umbra nature reserve where we were able to observe
the strange fist sized larval webs of the Small Eggar moth on blackthorn. The Umbra is a very important site for this
moth in Northern Ireland. A brave Yellow Shell moth was also seen although all other creatures stayed well out of
sight and out of the rain!

Full reports of the moths caught will be available on the website but highlights included,;

Portstewart - TOTAL 44 moths of 18 species.

The most interesting was the Small Elephant Hawk-moth; Portstewart may well be a new site.

It is very local in NI, with records from sand dunes at Magilligan and the Umbra, Murlough and Killard in Co. Down, 1
recent record from near Derrylin in Fermanagh and from near Loughgall in Armagh, with old records from
Poyntzpass in Armagh and Strangford in Down. If looked for, it may be found more widely on the coast and perhaps
the Fermanagh limestone hills (though the Derrylin record refers to Mrs. Joan Bullock's garden at Aghalane). The
Shoulder-striped Wainscot and Galium Carpet are also local and mainly coastal species.

Umbrai TOTAL 208 moths of 34 species

Again a highlight was the Small Elephant Hawk (picture by Andy Crory) of which 10 were
caught, the most anyone had ever seen all at once during a trapping session. We also
caught very good numbers of Brown Rustic which was well distributed across the site, a
scarce moth in Northern Ireland, and Shaded Pug, a Notable moth in Northern Ireland but
which is known already from the Umbra.

The Gi ant 6 siTOBAL 94emothy of 17 species. 3 .
The Giantdés Causeway, siehasmeverdden ragularlgtragped. BONOCosmmittee member
Cliff Henry is now working there as Education Officer for the National Trust and is building up a good list of both
butterfly and moth records for the site. Highlights of this trapping session included Pod Lover, a moth with very
restricted distribution but is well known from the North Coast, Brown Rustic, a new site in
Northern Ireland for this species, and Lead Belle which although more widespread does not
often come to light.

The main reason for arranging this weekend had been to celebrate branch and committee
stalwart Clem Shaw's 90th birthday, this had taken place on 2nd June. To this effect, over 20
of Clem's family and friends, from BCNI and elsewhere, met that evening (5th) at the
Causeway Coast Hotel near Portrush to celebrate this momentous occasion.

Clem has been involved with BCNI since 1989, has been a committee member for most of that
time, remains one of our most active committee members and is an inspiration to us all. We
enjoyed a wonderful meal, had great craic and the evening was rounded off with musical
entertainment from very talented duo of lan and Catherine.

Thanks to all who helped to make this a memorable weekend. Many Happy Returns Clem!



24" & 25™ June, Northern | reland National Moth Night, Peatlands Park
By Ted Rolston and Catherine Bertrand

Our National Moth Night weekend at Peatlands Park was a huge success despite poor weather on the Friday night.
The Friday evening gathering was attended by about 15 people including local Biodiversity Officer Mark Edgar.
Sixteen traps were placed around the site and Catherine Bertrand and James Carroll who stayed on site overnight to
close up the traps in the morning were lucky enough to watch over 100 Pipistrelle bats emerging from a roost in the
Peatlands building before 11pm.

There were three groups of traps; three were placed in the vicinity of the
visitor center, five around the miniature railway and eight (in four pairs) went
to Annagarriff Wood. A number of habitats were covered and the survey
included four one kilometer squares. Moth trap opening was started at about
6am the following morning and we were still going past 11am, all of us
suffering slightly from Moth Fatigue!

Our total was a whopping 810 moths of 100 species. The highlight of the
event was finding the Bilberry Pug for which there are only a handful of
records in Northern Ireland. Other good records included 9 Dark Tussock
(pictured, thanks to James Carroll), Peatlands being one of the few sites in
Northern Ireland where this moth occurs, the Scalloped Hook Tip and Lilac Beauty, both target species for this event.

A full report can be found on the BCNI website, and a huge thanks to everyone who provided traps, especially to
Kenny Murphy and Ted Rolston for helping with identification and to James Carroll for producing the report.

Peatlands Day Trip by lan Rippey

The day trip around the various parts of the Peatlands site was very well attended with over 20 people joining us,
and thankfully the weather improved, (though we could have done with more sunshine, especially when trying
pheromone lures for the Red-tipped Clearwing in the afternoon at Annagarriff Fen.) Several members also enjoyed
a ride on the train, as well as enjoying the abundant wildlife!

Mullenakill NNR

Butterflies: Large Heath 15+. Ringlet c. 10
Moths: Grass Wave c. 10. Drinker 1 (empty cocoon). Dark Tussock 1 dead larva, and Early Tooth-striped, 1 larva on
sallow, both found by James O'Neill.

Odonata: Brown Hawker Aeshna grandis 1. Four-spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata 2.
Common Blue Damselfly Enallagma cyathigerum 1 (female). Variable Damselfly Coenagrion pulchellum 1 (male).

Pond and area of Reeds near Visitors Centre. Four-spotted Chaser 1. A male Banded Damselfly Calopteryx
splendens, (probably a stray from the River Blackwater though recorded at least once close by, was seen near the
Centre). Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans 1. Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula: 2.

Between Peat Cutting area and An  nagarriff Fen

Butterflies: Meadow Brown 1-2. Large Heath c. 10. Ringlet c. 30.
Moths: Grass Wave c. 15. Clouded Border 1. Northern Eggar 1 large larva.

Annagarriff Fen

Moths: Forester c. 10.
This is the only known site in Northern Ireland where the elusive Forester Moth is
regularly recorded. (photograph provided by Mark Edgar)

This small, inconspicuous moth flies by day, nectaring on a wide variety of plants and
laying its eggs on sorrel. Do remember to keep your eyes open on warm sunny days in
May and June as it is almost certainly more widespread than we currently think. As this
small fen site is ungrazed, the trampling carried out by Forester spotters is the only
management carried out on site!

An attempt was made in Annagarriff Fen with 3 separate pheromone lures to attract the Red-tipped Clearwing moth
without success (it was attracted to a lure there in June 2010) probably because the sun was not quite bright enough
for long. However Kenny Murphy, who left earlier, managed to attract a number of Red-tipped Clearwings to lures at
2 sites in North Armagh the same afternoon.

6™ August, Straidkilly, Carnlough by Denis McBride

AYes certainlyoé my reply, when | was asked to |l ead a But
Garron area with assistance from the Glenarm Wildlife Group (GWG). 6t h August 2011, 10. 00pmé:
would fine tune the day nearer the time.

In the interim period circumstances changed, no one could have foreseen them.



UWT were forced to close the Wildlife Reserve due to an outbreak of Phytopthera Ramorum (an aggressive fungal

di sease) within the Forestry section of the Estate. Peri
had become operational againe edGBAu'gLIstB@l\ﬂguting.lWéeraleorbecamef or the
aware of Red Squirrel fatalities in the Glenarm area, this followed hard on the heels of a confirmed outbreak of

Squirrel Pox in Down. The Glenarm Wildlife Group became actively involved with the monitoring of the situation...

three samples were sent resulting in the confirmation of the presence of the Pox virus in the Glenarm area. (We

continue to monitor the situation. No further causalities have been found.)

An approach was made to the Antrim Estates Manager to review the Closure of the Reserve in the light of the
Forestry findings following their aerial and ground sur ve
enter subject to UWT also agreeingé..thankfully UWT agr ece

Weat her Forecast émormngbet gwodseéeni hgein the af tWewoubenod. r ai n
a tight schedule.

The GWG manage a strip of Calcareous Grassland with the F
management is still in its infancy. It was judged that we would visit this site and start the day®& proceedings with the

opening of both the Moth Trapss et wi t hin Straidkilly and at the Madmanoés
10.00 am. Glenarm has one car parkandtwoot her spaces which might serve as ca
calls | ater and we were all assembl edétévasgreatoavegimod t ur n ot
Dowl i ngs f a mwihgyhe $ebds foredr futsire.

This strip of Grasslandproved t o be very positive both i n motflyingmampl es
Six-spot Burnet stole the morning (over 200 seen in just under 30 minutes!). We also saw humerous Ringlets (~12),
Green-veined White (~12), Common Blue (2), Small Tortoiseshell (1), Speckled Wood (1) and Small Copper (1).

Terence Hagan, Finan Hagana nd J a me swer®thawled fbritheir expertise around the moth traps.

TOTAL 164 moths of 30 species, the highlight of which was the pretty Lime-speck Pug. This moth is coastal in its
distribution but has never been recorded in the eastern stretch of coastline from Whitehead north.

Still no rain.

Lunch-tme. It was my intention to keep going and eat in The GI e
presentinmymind. The consensus of opinion was a table anWe chairs
retired to our shared community premises, hot water, tea, :

coffee, toilets were all appreciated. Still no rain.

Our next stop would be a Glade within the Glenarm

Re s e r v a®we down into the reserve, parked the
cars and walked along the river, rewarded of course with
a series oRingets @)hGréemvgised White
(3) and a Small Tortoiseshell... appetisers for the big
event.

We wer e not diadstqpgpemtrancedens é é
Silver Washed Fritillaries fluttered and glided around
us.....wonderful. We saw at least 20 during our time in the
woodland, & also a pristine Common Hawker Dragonfly

On every level the day was a great one, | know everyone
enjoyed it....I did. Thanks were exchanged and thank

you again for everyone who travelled much further than |
had to. Red Admiral & Silver-washed Fritillary by Denis McBride

20" August, Faughan Valley by lan Rippey

Weather was reasonably bright and warm (it reached around 21 deg. C. at Ballykelly, not too many miles away, that
day) except for a time in the morning, though it was breezy at times in the afternoon and evening at Ness Wood.
This was one of the best attended trips of the year with many members coming from across Northern Ireland and
joining with 10 members of the Inishowen Field Club.

Exploration of the three woodlands, Ness (owned by NIEA), Brackfield (Privately owned) and Killaloo (Owned by the
Woodland Trust), resulted in sightings of eight butterfly species; Green-veined White, Red Admiral, Speckled Wood,
Peacock, Small Copper, Small Tortoiseshell, Silver-washed Fritillary and Meadow Brown. The Purple Hairstreak
was sadly not active till late afternoon by which time several people had had to leave. However by this time c. 10
flying around a number of oak trees both above and below waterfall, but all within less than 100 yards.

The day-flying Shaded Broad-bar moth was seen in Killaloo, along with larvae of both the Poplar Hawkmoth and the
White Ermine.

In Ness Wood the remains of a cocoon, apparently of a Birch Sawfly Cimbex femoratus, were found by James
O'Neill. A Raven was seen near the Waterfall; plants of note included Common Cow-wheat, Bilberry & Golden Rod.



Several dragonflies were seen, Brown Hawker Aeshna grandis and Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum in
Brackfield Wood and Common Hawker Aeshna juncea in Killaloo Wood.

An unsuccessful search was made for Purple Hairstreak at Tullyard near Donemana on the way home by lan Rippey
& James O'Neill. Though still bright, it may have been too late in the day. It is interesting though that a Silver-washed
Fritillary, was found not far away at Milltown Burndennett C427043 on 18th August. This and the Brackfield Wood
record above are both new sites and new 10 x 10 km. square records for the butterfly.

Belfast Naturalist Field Club outing to Sheepland, 20th August
by David Nixon

Trevor Boyd, our much missed former Butterfly recorder, had expressed the wish to Belfast Naturalists' Field Club
that we arrange a joint event to look for the increasingly scarce Wall Brown. Unfortunately, the date arranged by
BNFC was unsuitable for BCNI but, out of respect for Trevor's wishes, Committee member David Nixon agreed to
join with BNFC for this event.

Over 20 people attended for the morning only walk to Sheepland, near Ardglass, although some did return after
lunch. Over the day it was very pleasing to record 4 Wall Browns (3 males identified). Other highlights included
around 6 Graylings and 8 Small Coppers as well as a number of other common species.

Murl ough and Kingds $SBapteeber Newcastl e, 3

by Catherine Bertrand

I was a |little apprehensive of how t he we aastlemdrof-teqead d be f
outing we had all got thoroughly soaked and only seen 1 butterfly! There were threatening clouds over the

mountains but thankfully the majority of the day was dry and warm.

A good number of folks arrived at the newly refurbished Twelve Arches Car Park, including Jillian and Ernest McCloy
from Coleraine who had come down to stay for the weekend and Philip Nye and his young nephew from Lecale
Conservation. James Carroll had trapped moths the night before in Murlough Caravan Park and had these to show
to everyone before we set off.

On entering Murlough we were quickly rewarded with Meadow
Browns flying past (~20 by end) & Cinnabar moth caterpillars on the
Ragwort. The National Trust has been tasked to remove a strip of
ragwort 100 metres wide from along their western boundary, but
they ensure that any caterpillars found in the clearance zone are
relocated to areas within the reserve where ragwort is not removed
at all. There were plenty of Fox moth caterpillars basking on the
short sward and Knot Grass caterpillars near the heather. Further
sightings included Small Heath (2, photo by Philip Nye), Small
Copper and Common Blue (2), as well as numerous Six-spot Burnet
moths (~10). There were many flowers still blooming including Wild
Pansies, Vipero6s ®HuSpgdbioss.s and Sheepb

There was al so a p-hitiSgabiaus. IStephen of Dev
Craig, one of our loyal Marsh Fritillary survey volunteers, quickly

found a web in a hollow near the boardwalk so everyone could see these infamous caterpillars. To our horror we

also encountered Cortesia Bignelli, a small wasp and the natural parasite of Marsh Fritillary, wandering about on the

web eying up the caterpillars. Stephen had visited the reserve earlier in the week and found several webs with the

parasite on, not boding well for the forthcoming web count later in September. (It must be remembered that the

parasite is in fact rarer than the Marsh Fritillary is and has occurred naturally with the butterfly for millions of years!)

Stephen also discovered the most exciting find of the day, calling us over to see a
strange, red starfish like object on the ground. Closer examination revealed it to be
some sort of fungus with a very strong smell like a stinkhorn, and a light, foamy
structure. We even observed a fly landing on it, attracted by the terrible smell. A
little investigation after the event and this turned out to be a new fungus for Ireland,
Devi | & s Cl&hrus greherisconfirmed by the Northern Ireland Fungi Group.
Congratulations to Stephen for having such sharp eyes and to Philip Nye for the
photograph.

The afternoon saw us making our way to the fabled 6abandc
Street where we saw a profusion of Red Admiral (10), Small Tortoiseshell (2),

Peacock (2), a Small White, a Large White, a Speckled Wood, and a Small Copper

as well as a nest of wild bees.



